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3 Data communication 
Word  Definition Translation 

(OCR) (n) (Optical Character Recognition) 
computer software that 
recognises numbers and letters of 
the alphabet that are written on 
paper, so that information from 
paper documents can be scanned 
into a computer 

(ROC) reconocimiento óptico de 
caracteres (n) 

 

accelerometer (n) a device that measures the rate at 
which the speed of an object 
increases 

acelerómetro (n) 

 

access (v) to find (information), especially on 
a computer 

 

acceder (v) 

attachment (n) a document or file that is sent with 
an email message 

documento adjunto (n) 

 

back button (n phr) a small area on a web browser or 
a computer program that you click 
on in order to go back to the 
previous page 

botón “atrás” (n) 

 

battery life (n) the period of time during which an 
object that provides a supply of 
electricity for sth such as a radio, 
car or toy is still good enough to 
use  

vida útil de la batería (n phr) 

 

bookmark (n) a way of saving the address of a 
page on the Internet so that you 
can find it again 

marcador (n) 

browser (n) a computer program that finds 
information on the Internet and 
shows it on your computer screen 

explorador (n) 

 

bus (n) a circuit that connects the main 
parts of a computer so that 
signals can be sent from one part 
of the computer to another, or 
that links computers on a network 
to one another 

bus (o canal) (n) 
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copy (n) a duplicate of an email message 
you are sending to sb else 

copia (n) 

 

customise (v) to change (sth) to make it more 
suitable for you, or to make it look 
special or different from things of 
a similar type 

personalizar(v) 

delete (v) to remove (sth that has been 
written down or stored in a 
computer) 

borrar(v) 

dongle (n) a small device that plugs into an 
electrical connector on a 
computer and functions as an 
electronic “key” to unlock access 
to a piece of software 

mochila (n) 

 

electronic version (n phr) a copy of sth presented in a form 
that can be read on a computer 

version electrónica (n) 

 

encrypt (v) to protect (information) by putting 
it into a special code that only 
some people can read, especially 
information that is on a computer 

encriptar(v) 

exactly (adv) used to emphasise that a 
number, amount or piece of 
information is or should be 
completely correct in every detail 

exactamente (adv) 

feature (n) a part of sth that you notice 
because it seems important, 
interesting or typical 

característica (n) 

 

flowchart (n) a drawing that uses shapes and 
lines to show how the different 
stages in a process are 
connected to each other 

diagrama de flujo/organigrama 
(n) 

 

follow (v) to click on (a link) and go to the 
part of a document or web page 
that it takes you to 

seguir (v) 

function (n) one of the basic operations 
performed by a computer 

función (n) 

 

GPS (n) (Global Positioning System) a 
system that uses radio signals 
from satellites to show your exact 
position on the Earth on a special 
piece of equipment 

GPS (n) 
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guideline (n) a rule or instruction about the 
best way to do sth 

 

directriz (n) 

 

invoice (n) a list of goods that have been 
supplied or work that has been 
done, showing how much you 
owe for them 

factura (n) 

 

LAN (n) (Local Area Network) a system 
that connects computers to each 
other within a building or 
organisation so that people can 
use and work on the same 
information 

red de area local (n phr) 

 

link (n) a special word or picture in an 
Internet document or on a web 
page, that you click on to move 
quickly to another part of the 
same document/web page or to 
another document/web page 

enlace  (n) 

 

location (n) the position of sth or sb 

 

ubicación  (n) 

 

mesh (n) a circuit that connects each 
computer on a network to several 
others 

malla (n) 

 

post (v) to put (a message or computer 
document) on the Internet so that 
other people can see it 

enviar(v) 

recharger (n) a machine that puts a new supply 
of electricity into a battery 

cargador (n) 

 

recipient (n) sb who receives sth 

 

destinatario (n) 

 

record (n) information about sth that is 
written down or stored on 
computer, film, etc. so that it can 
be looked at in the future 

registro (n) 

 

refresh (v) if you refresh your computer 
screen while you are connected 
to the Internet, you make the 
screen show any new information 
that has arrived since you first 
began looking at it 

actualizar (v) 
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remotely (adv) from far away 

 

remotamente (adv) 

report (v) to give people information about 
(recent events) 

 

informar (v) 

server (n) the main computer on a network, 
that controls all the others, or one 
of the computers on a network 
that provides a special service 

servidor (n) 

 

sign (v) to write your signature on (sth) to 
show that you wrote it, agree with 
it or were present 

firmar(v) 

signature (n) your name written in the way you 
usually write it, for example at the 
end of an email, a letter, or on a 
cheque to show that you have 
written it 

firma (n) 

 

spell checker (n) a computer program that tells you 
when you have spelled a word 
wrongly 

corrector (n) 

 

subject line (n) the place in an email where you 
put the name of thing you are 
talking about or considering 

asunto (n) 

 

tag (v) to attach a computer code to (a 
word, phrase, image, etc.) in 
order to arrange the data in a 
particular way 

etiquetar(v) 

take part in (phr v) to be involved in (an activity, 
sport, event, etc.) with other 
people 

involucrarse (v) 

VPN (n) (Virtual Private Network) a secure 
network that uses the Internet to 
allow remote offices or travelling 
users to access a company’s 
central network 

RPV (red privada virtual) (n) 

 

WAN (n) (Wide Area Network) a system 
that connects computers to each 
other over a large area, 
sometimes between countries, so 
that people can use and work on 
the same information 

WAN (red de área amplia) (n) 
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wi-fi (n) wireless fidelity; a way of 
connecting computers or other 
electronic machines to a network 
by using radio signals rather than 
wires 

Wi-Fi (red inalámbrica) (n) 

 

wired (adj) connected together using pieces 
of thin metal in the form of 
threads 

conectado (adj) 

wireless (adj) connected together by using radio 
signals rather than wires 

inalámbrico (adj) 

	


