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Theme 65. Bill of health.
Health care, medical errors and compensation.
Speaking: discussing questions in a quiz.
Listening: radio news report about the increasing number of compensation claims for medical errors in the British National Health Service.
Vocabulary: health idioms.
Grammar: modals of speculation.
Starter: 
Have you ever seen advertisements from companies, that want to help you make compensation claims (if you sleep on the floor and hurt yourself in a fast food restaurant, or if your doctor makes a wrong diagnosis)?
Is it normal for doctors to make mistakes?
If you were a doctor, do you think fear of compensation claims would make you avoid certain types of work?
Have you ever used the internet to research symptoms that you have? 
Discuss these questions with the students. 
Speaking & vocabulary:
Health idioms.
Ask Ss put the phrases in the correct order to make a short story. Then they should compare their story with a partner before you check with the class. 
Then ask Ss to read a light-hearted quiz, which tests them on whether or not they are hypochondriacs. Then discuss the answers with the class. 
Voc.: under the weather, a clean bill of health, at death’s door, going down with, my back is killing me, a (nasty) bug going round, hypochondriac.
Listening:
Play a radio news report about the problems faced by the British National Health service with the increasing number of people making compensation clams for medical errors. Ss listen to the recording and then answer the questions. Then they do vocabulary exercises. 
Grammar:
Modals of speculation.
Tell Ss forms of modals and then ask them to do exercises on their own. Then check them with the class. 
	speculating about the past
	speculating about the present and future

	less certain:
	less certain:

	could have been + past participle/noun phrase
	could+ infinitive
could be + present participle/noun phrase

	may have been + present participle/noun phrase
	may + infinitive
may be + present participle/noun phrase

	might have been + past participle/noun phrase
	might + infinitive
might be + present participle/noun phrase

	more certain:
	more certain:

	must have been + present participle/noun phrase
	must + infinitive
must be + present participle/noun phrase

	certain that it didn’t happen or isn’t true:
	certain that it isn’t happening or won’t happen or isn’t true:

	can’t have been + present participle/noun phrase
	can’t/cannot + infinitive
can’t be/cannot be + present participle/noun phrase 

	couldn’t have been + present participle/noun phrase
	couldn’t be + infinitive
couldn’t be + present participle/noun phrase


Word list:
Absenteeism, achiness, alarmed, bed rest, boost, collapse, come across, concern, cordless, couch potato, cure, deathbed, disrupt, entitled, flu, fly of the handle, do off (your) food, junk food addict, lavatory, leftover, moan, moody, morale, osteopath, painkiller, prescribe, put aside, reflexology, renewed, repetitive stress injury, revitalize, slip, snap, sniff, sneeze,  spinal, starve, stroke, tetchy, tissue, trace, wheelchair. 
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